
Financial Aid Toolkit 
How to  help  s tudents  pay  for  co l lege



Our definition of financial aid

TUITION & 
FEES

HOUSING

TRANSPORTATION BOOKS & 
SUPPLIES



I don’t qualify for financial aid. 

Anonymous student



Types of financial aid and where it comes from

 Grants
 Scholarships
 Work-study
 Loans

Government (federal or 
state)
Colleges/universities
Businesses & community 
organizations



Why does financial aid matter?

85%
of students will receive some sort of financial aid 
to pay for school



Why does financial aid matter, continued…

Grants
Scholarships

Loans
Work-study



Why does financial aid matter, continued…

54-59% 
Percent of students from low-income backgrounds 

that undermatch

Can We Fix Undermatching in Higher Ed? Would it 
Matter if We Did?  Brookings

https://www.brookings.edu/articles/can-we-fix-undermatching-in-higher-ed-would-it-matter-if-we-did/#:%7E:text=But%20among%20lower%2Dincome%20students,likely%20to%20graduate%20from%20college.


Obstacles with financial aid

• Language
• Time
• Nothing is the same!



A word about loans



How to help



Encourage financial conversations



Talk about financial aid

Source: Happy Schools

https://www.happyschools.com/assistantships-fellowships-scholarships-explained/


Sticker prices vs. net price

US Department of Education

https://collegecost.ed.gov/net-price


Host a Financial Aid Night



Talk about FAFSA and ORSAA together

Normalize the 
process of 

applying for aid

Do you really know 
the immigration 

status of all 
students?

Help students 
share good 
information



Provide a timeline



Learn the lingo



 Let’s play! Financial Aid SWAT!





Sign up for our newsletter



oregongoestocollege.org
Autumn VanderLinden 

autumn.vanderlinden@oregonstate.edu
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